Republicans 
forget contract, 
line up for 'pork' 

^ "y Irlh By DAN BURNS 
' j * News-Post Staff 

ANNAPOLIS - Despite having signed the GOP “Contract with Maryland” 
that called for Republicans to “stick a fork in local pork,” most of Frederick 
County’s House Republicans on Thursday voted overwhelmingly in favor of 
some $19.8 million in local capital projects. 

The county Republicans, joining a large number of their party colleagues, 
ignored the party leadership’s call to vote against the 46 bills comprising the 
“legislative initiative” portion of the state’s $380 million capital spending plan 
for 1996. Delegates voted on another eight capital bills totaling $10.7 million 
not considered part of the legislative initiative section. 

The GOP leadership has 
long derided legislative 
initiative bills as nothing 
more than pork-barrel 
spending. 

In their campaigns for 
the State House last year, 
virtually every Republican 
seeking office, including 
all from Frederick, signed 
the state party’s five-point 
contract, patterned loosely 
after the congressional 
I Republicans’ “Contract > 
with America.” 

Item three in the con- 
tract called for Republi- 
cans to stick a fork in local pork” until all law enforcement and education 
capital needs are satisfied. Members of the party leadership sported plastic 
forks on their lapels during Thursday’s voting. 

With just one exception, however, no Frederick delegation member voted 
against more than four bills in the package. One - Delegate J. Anita StuD - 
voted for all 46. 

But Delegate David Brinkley voted against almost half the bills. The 
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How they voted 

Delegate 

Yes 

Total 

No 

Total 

Brinkley* 

25 

$10,430 

21 

$9,365 

Elliott* 

44 

$18,995 

2 NV** 

$8,000 

Hecht 

45 

$19,045 

1 NV 

$0,750 

Snodgrass* 

43 

$18,695 

3 NV 

$1,100 

Stull* • 

42 

$18,895 

4 

$0,900 

Stup* 

46 

$19,795 

0 

$0,000 

* Republicans 


Figures in millions 


" NV = No vote 
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Pork 


(Continued from Page A-l) 

freshman from New Market voted 
against 21 bills totaling $9,365,000, but 
he said his voting was not the result 
of a party call. He established his 
own priorities, he said, and voted 
accordingly. , 

“What I was favoring was educa- 
tion, health care and community 
centers,” Mr. Brinkley said. 
“Those, I felt they were important. 
The others were lower priorities.” 

.Mr. Brinkley took a fair amount of 
ribbing for his votes from his fellow 
delegation members, particularly 
wjien he voted against a $500,000 
grant for the Girl Scouts in Balti- 
more. 

Mis colleagues, meanwhile, made 
no apologies for supporting the lion’s 
share of the spending. 

“If we had voted against every 
single bill, everybody else would 
have gotten what they wanted and 
where would Frederick have been?” 
asked Delegate Louise Snodgrass, a 
freshman from Middletown. Mrs. 
Snodgrass didn’t vote against any 


. item, although she opted not to vote 
at all on three bills, totaling $1.1. 
million. 

“It is up to us to get our fair share 
back there. I felt very comfortable 
with how I voted,” she said. “I felt 
sorry that some of the Republicans 
voted ‘no’ on every single issue.” 
After Mr. Brinkley, Delegate Paul 
Stull of Walkersville voted against 
the most bills among the delegation 
- four totaling $900,000. 

“I tried to pick out the ones I felt 
could be put on hold or the ones that 
didn’t deal with real necessities at 
this particular time,” Mr. Stull said. 
•Defending his votes in favor of the 
remaining 42 bills totaling 
$18,895,000, Mr. Stull said: “Later on 
down the road next year, I may need 
the help of my fellow delegates for 
some of the projects I plan on taking 
back to Frederick County. 

He added: “They’d all been bud- 
geted for. I felt the ones I supported 
were good projects for the people, for 
everyone concerned.” 

Mrs. Stup and Delegate Donald 
Elliott were not available for com- 
ment 



